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God All, and in All. 


OST in the unfathomable abyfs of thy greatnefs, 

thine infinite excellence, thy refplendent glories, I 

know not how to adoré thee ! And yet while I contemplate, I 
am all adoration ! Shall I attempt to praife thee for thy 
wonderful works of creation, thofe bright manifeftations of thy 
power, and thy wifdom, thefe declare their former, but thefe are 
not Thyfelf! ShallI contemplate thy providence which directs 
and governs all the univerfal fyftem of animate and inanimate, 
rational and fpiritual beings ;_ this {peaks thee all fovereign, wife, 
omnipotent, and good ! Shall I enter deeper and fing the redemp- 
tion of man : How Deity was joined to humanity ! {hall I en- 
deavour to trace the wonderous {cheme from the covenant of 
redemption, and carry my thoughts through all the types and 
fhadows of the old difpenfation, till the great antitype appeared 
in flefh ; and thence through all he did, and all he fuffered to 
that aftonifhing period, when our divine Redeemer bowed his 
dying head and declared tis finifhed. Shall I proceed and take 
a view of the works of his grace in the hearts of innumerable 
multitudes, in every period fince his afcenfion! Shall I caft my 
eyes backwards on the various difplays of his conquering power 
in what he has done for his church, ahd carry them fsrwards to 
what he has promifed fhall yet be done till time fhall end, and 
all his people are gathered together in one! ShallI go onto that 
Vou. I. Mm wonderous 
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282 | God All, and in All. 


wonderous period the confummation of all things ? when all his 
conquefts are completed, and he the Almighty Victor fhall ap- 
pear at the head of an innumerable company which no man can 
number, furrounded: by ten thoufand times ten thoufand of his 
mighty angels! By faith fhall I view him as the illuftrious judge 
of quick and dead, feated on his judgment feat, all nations being 
gathered before him, /ife and death eternal, iffuing from his lips ! 
At the end of that day behold him finifhing the economy of the 
prefent ftate, and in all the pomp of regal power afcending inte 
the higheft heavens; and there opening the myfteries of provi- 
dence and grace to the perpetual and growing admiration, and 
delight of faints and angels through eternity ; Shall I view him: 
as he is lord of angels ! and lord of men! and lord of worlds ! 
and when all thefe thoughts are collected in one grand idea, fhall 
Ithen ftop and-think I have feen enough? No! This is but a: 
{peck to thee, the infinite Divinity ! 1 know that thou art yet be- 
hind the veil, that 


— -“ Thou, thou art all ! 

“ My foul flies up and down in thoughts of tlice; 
“ And finds herfelf but at the centre {till! 

“Il AM,thyname! Exiftence, all thine own ! 

“ Creation’s nothing to thee, the great original !” 





Fain would I know all that my feeble nature is capable of tak-- 


ing.in; by what I fee I know [ yet fee but a faint ray of thy 
glory ! that ray aftonifhes me! I’m abforbed in the ocean of im-. 
menfity ! and find that all nations are as nothing, yea lefs than. 
nothing, they are vanity to thee! Whatthen am [! but a little 
mote fwimming on the furface of the creation. But O! when: 


i think of thee, to what do I fink? 


“ Now at thy feet with awful fear, 
“ Adoring, low I'll fall, 

“ With joy | fhrink to nothing here, 
« Before th’ eternal All.” 


O thou felf exiftent ! felf fufficient Being ! let me know of 
thee all that mortality is capable of knowing 3 not to gratify a 
vain curiofity ; but let me know thee fo as to love thee, fo as to 
form me into a refemblance of thee in moral reéctitude ; know- 
ing thy greatnefs will humble me, knowing thy fovereignty will 
fubdue mes knowing thy holineis will abafe me; thy goodnefs 
will melt me ; thy wifdom will aftonifh me ; thy grace will allure 
me ; therefore I beg to fee thee as thou art in the face of Jefus the 


Mediator ; a fight of thee, out of him, will confume me; but’ 


through him attract me ; and then I fhall fly to and embrace 
him, and be for him, and my all fhall be fwallowed up in him 
who is the brightnefs of the Father’s glory, and the exprefs image 

; of 


SpE aint ep lc at aad Sade Pigs oe Na 








PT ee ee ee 





SPA a CRS EIA HE © 


SIRI I ache 








= ee ALP TAI, wig 


Sr 


On Ministerial Unfaithfulness. 983 
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of his perfon. Then to the only:living and true God, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, fhall | devote my all, and 
{pend an eterflity in the fublimett adorations, fervices, and praifes, 
to him that fits on the throne, and to the lamb, for ever and 
ever, Amen. Hallelujah ! 
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For the Massacnvserrs Misstonary Macazine. 








ON MINISTERIAL UNFAITHFULNESS. 


— - 








T is doubtlefs true, that no character will be fubjected te 
a heavier doom, than that of an unfaithful minifter of 
the gofpel. Inno inftance, within our knowledge, has the Di- 
vine Being committed to men an intereft of fuch magnitude, as 
he has committed to the charge of the miniflers of religion. In 
their hands, for a time, he has lodged the great intereft of 
man. It muft be confeffed, that in the prefent ftate of the world, 
the temptations to minifterial unfaithfulnefs are many, and fome 
of them powerful. To refift them with firmnefs, requires, not 
only chriftian fortitude, but alfo a perfevering zeal, which will 
furrender itfelf to no temporal emoluments. ‘To rife above their 
influence can be attained only by minds poffefling a folemn and 
affecting fenfe of divine things. One part of miniflerial unfaith- 
fulnefs confifts, in not preaching the whole counfel of God. The 
truth may be delivered, but not the whole truth ; and when a 
gofpel preacher infifts upon fome revealed truths, but not upon 
all, he fuppreffes a part of the fyftem, which God has feen fit to 
reveal to men. Unfaithfulnefs in the work of the miniftry may 
proceed from the intention of accommodating religious inftruc- 
tion to the prevailing vices of an audienee ; when therefore it is 
the principal object in the preacher’s view to pleafe his hearers, 
by affording them entertainment fuited to their vicious ftate, he 
becomes a man pleafer, which is the higheft unfaithfulnefs in 
the minifterial office. If the preacher aim to imprefs his hearers 
with a fenfe of his own greatnefs, or by fonorous expreflions and 
fine turned periods, to tickle their ears, he finks below the dig- 
nity of a faithful ambaffador of Chrift, and lofes fight of the 
obje&t which ought to occupy his mind in every fentence which 
he utters. 
If he calculates his inftruction, mainly and chiefly to fecure his 


ewan fame, or if he condefcends to accommodate his doétrine to 
the 
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the pride and irreligious practice of his hearers, he is furely guilty: 
of unfaithfulnefs in the miniftry. , 

The fame charge lies againft the preacher for delivering the 
truth, and then furnifhing finners with an excufe for not comply- 
ing with it. Whoever firft ftates the finner’s duty and.obliga- 
tions to the Deity, and then releafes him from all that is binding 
upon him, completely withdraws all that he advances, and acts 
an unfaithful part to his fellow men. It is alfo unfaithfulnefs 
in a preacher to prefent to his hearers, fomething for divine truth, 
which might as well be colle&ted from any other book as the bi- 
ble. There is a fafhionable mode of preaching in modern times, 
which places heathen and chriftian morality upon a level. This 
is faying good things with no fpecial regard to divine reve- 
Jation. Such preachers may be popular declaimers, but they 
forfeit the character of being faithful minifters of Chrilt. 

The preacher who takes particular care to tell his hearers that 
it is immaterial what a,man_ believes, provided his external con- 
duct be virtuous and good, only exerts his influence to make 
them infidels. For chriftian piety and morality reft wholly upon 
a cordial belief in the doétrines of the gofpel. 

Moreover, unfaithfulnefs in the minifterial office, is found 
among preachers, who furnith their hearers with inftru€tion, which 
Jeaves them in a perifhing ftate; a mode of preaching which directs 
finners to religiovs performances without parting with their fins. 
Whoever gives his audience to underftand that by doing certain 
actions in a ftate of impenitency, they will fecurg their falvation, 
deals unfaithfully with them. When people are frequently told 
their duty, without being told what the motives are, which 
ought to influence them in performing their duty, they are mif- 
guided and treated with unfaithfulnefs. ‘The bible requires no 
action to be done with a wicked heart, and if the preacher give 
finners fuch directions, as make them believe, they can be faved, 
in fin, he is unfaithful. 

An indifcriminate mode of preaching is certain evidence of 
deficiency in minifterial fidelity. When the preacher hides be- 
hind his own words, and does not communicate diftinguifhin 
ideas, he waltes his time in unfaithfulnefs. Plain, faithful in- 
ftruction will prefent truth in a manner which will render the 
preacher confpicuous in every fentence he delivers. But whena 
man, in his public miniftry, leaves his audience in doubt whether 
one thing or another be intended, he certainly acts the part of an 
unfaithful meffenger. 

All preachers of the gofpel ought to underftand the nature of 
revealed truth, and prefent it to their hearers, as the bible pre- 
fents it. It is of infinite moment to gofpel preachers to behave 
themfelves as faithful minifters of the new teftament, 
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it cannot be improper or unfeafonable, to inquire of the 
younger brethren in the miniftry, efpecially, whether they are 
acting as faithful ambafladors of Chrift ? Are you exhibiting the 
moral character, of the Deity in the fame light in which it is 
revealed in the holy fcriptures ? Do you lead your people to con- 
fider, that nothing avails them but a practical conformity to the 
rules of God’s word? Do you frequently difplay to your hear- 
ers the reafons of the great controverfy between God and finners ; 
that it arifes from difaffection to the holinefs of God ; that finners 
are ftrongly inclined to choofe a god who is friendly to their lufts 2 
And have you been affifting them in removing the offenfive 
part of the bible ? Has it been your object to make your people 
fenfible, that the doétrines of divine grace were agreeable to un- 
holy hearts? And have you taken particular care to preach 
againd the doctrines of divine fovereignty, decrees and ele¢tion ? 

ave you been making it appear to carnal men that you were as 
much oppofed to thefe doctrines as they are ? And have you been 
attempting to render gofpel truth palatable to the vicious and 
ungodly, without any change in their temper of mind? And do 
you think that in this manner of treating things you have beena 
faithful witnefs for God? In preaching fmooth things, you have 
made it eafy hearing. Are you right in fo doing? Your office 
binds you to declarg to finners all the main do&rines of godlinefs, 
and particularly to infift that the only reafon, why finners can- 
not repent and obey the gofpel is their being obftinately averfe 
from a reconciliation to God. Neither can you fatisfy your own 
confcience, unlefs you urge the abfolute neceflity of a mora} 
change in the finner, to prepare him for glory. 

















HONESTUS, 
[i 
ON THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD. 





[Concluded from our laft.] 





INFERENCES ann REMARKS. 


VI. YS God immutable ? Then all the finally impenitent muft 

be miferable. ‘That mankind areina fallen, depraved 
ftate, that they are naturally deftitute, totally deftitute of true love 
to God, and that they are enemies to his character, law, govern- 


ment and gofpel, are truths, too plainly taught in his word, to be 
coniiftently 
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confiftently denied by thofe who receive it as a revelation from 
iim. ‘ God faw that the wickednefs of men was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. The heart of the fons of men is full 
of evil and madnefs is in their heart while they live. There 
is none righteous, no not one; there is none that feeketh 
after God, they are all gone out of the way ; they are together 
become unprofitable.” In harmony with thefe awful truths faid 
our Lord, addrefling himfelf to finners, “ I know you that you 
have not the love oft God in you ; ye have feenand heard both me 
and my Father. Ye are of your father the devil, and the lufts of 
your father ye will do. Ye ferpents, ye generation of vipers, how 
can ye efcape the damnation of hell? He that is not with me is 
againft me.” ‘To the fame purpofe faid the apoftle, “ the carnal 
mind 4s enmity againft God ; it is not fubjeét to his Jaw, neither 
indeed can be. -The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
fpirit of God, for they are foolifhnefs unto him ; neither can he 
know them becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned.” 

Hundreds of texts, implying the fame general ideas, as thofe 
above, might be adduced were it neceflary. But enough have 
been mentioned to prove that mankind are in a fallen, depraved 
ftate. They have rifen in rebellion againft their Maker. They 
haved violated his law, bid defiance to his authority, and made 
light of his gofpel. In doing which they have merited his ever- 
lafting difpleafure. The charaéter of God would have remained 
unimpeachable for ever, had he treated the human race after their 
apoftacy, as he did the angels who kept not their firft eftate. 
But he faw fit to make a moft important and aftonifhing diftinc- 
tion. No fooner had the firft human pair ruined themfelves by 
fin; and laid a foundation for the ruin of their unborn offspring, 
than the benevolent God began to unfold his defigns of mercy 
through his beloved Son. He promifed that the feed of the wo- 
man fhould bruife the ferpent’s head. This promife related to 
that glorious triumph, which the divine Redeemer has, and will 
by virtue of his atonement, obtain over fatan and the powers of 
darknefs. 

Additional promifes relating to the fame event, were made un- 
til the Saviour himfelf aflumed human nature, and entered this 
world, who by his obedience, fufferings and death, has laid a con- 
fiftent feundation for the pardon, falvation, and everlafting hap- 
pinefs of thofe who confefs and forfake their fins, and receive him 
as he is offered to them in the gofpel. Hence we read, “ If we 
eonfefs our fins, he is faithful and juft to forgive us our fins and 
to cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs. Being juftified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that is in Jefus Chrift ; whom 


God hath fet forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, _ 
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to declare his righteoufnefs for the remiffion of fins that are pat’ 
through the forbearance of God, that he might be juft and the 
juttifier of him that believeth in Jefus.” 

Agreeably to thefe declarations, Chrift has affettionately in- 
vited, and peremptorily promifed to receive to the embraces of 
his favour thofe who come tohim. ‘ Come unto me all ye that 
jabour and are heavy laden and I will give you reft. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 1 am meek and lowly in 
heart ; and ye fhall find reft toyour fouls. In the lalt day, thar 
great day of the feat, Jefus ftood and cried, faying, if any man 
thirft let him come unto me and drink. Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wife caft out.. I counfel thee to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeft be rich ; and white rai- 
ment that thou mayelt be clothed, and that the fhame of thy 
nakednefs do not appear ; and anoint thine eyes with cyefalve that 
thou mayeft fee.. Behold I ftand at the door and knock ; if any 
rhan hear my voice and open the door, 1- will come in to him and 
will fup with him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will 
1 grant to fit with me in my throne,even as I alfo overcame, and 
am fet down with my Father in his throne.” 

It is-evident-from the texts which have now been mentioned, 
hat notwithftanding all men by nature are finners, deftitute of 
the leaft claim to mercy, and juftly condemned by the divine 
law ; yet, if they unfeignedly repent and believe, as required in 
the gofpel, they will be acquitted from the condemning fentence 
of the law, pardoned and faved. Nor does the magnitude of 
their fins furnifh the leaft ebjection againft their falvation, pro- 
vided they comply with thefe requirements. If they comply 
their fins, though they be as {fcarlet, fhall be as white xs 
fnow, though they be red like crimfon, they fhall be as wool. 
But it muft be evident to all who read the gofpel with the leaft 
attention, that thefe are the only conditions on which falvation is 
promifed to any of the human, race. The atonement of Chrift,. 
though all fufficient, has not abrogated the divine law. It has 
not, in itfelf confidered, effected the leaft alteration in the moral 
characters of men, nor rendered their falvation certain. It has 
only removed the obftructions which lay in the way of their. fal- 
vation, and rendered it poffible and confiftent for God to pardon: 
and fave thofe who exercife repentance towards him and faith in 


our Lord Jefus Chrift. When finners comply with thefe Condi-. 


tions of the gofpel, their falvation becomes certain. They are 
then interefted in the promifes of eternal life. But the gofpel 
contains no promife to finners, remaining impenitent. While 
this is their character, they are under fentence of condemnation, 
and as much expofed to the penalty of the law as they would 
have been had no atonement becn provided. Hence we — 
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¢¢ He that believeth on him is not condemned ; but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, becaufe he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlafting life ; and he that believeth not the 
Son fhall not fee life ; but the wrath of God abideth onhim. If 
ye believe not that I am he, ye fhiall die in your fins. He that 
believeth fhall be faved; but he that believeth not fhall be 
damned. Except ye repent ye fhall all likewife perifh.” 

. Thefe texts, waving the mention of a vaft number of others of 
the fame import, fufficiently prove, that there isno poflible way 
by which mankind can become interefted in the benefits of Chrift’s 
atonement, but by exercifing that repentance and faith which 
the gofpel requires. So long as they remain deftitute of thefe 
they are under the condemning fentence of that holy and _ right- 
eous law which they have broken, and remaining as they now are, 
they muft inevitably fuffer its penalty ; for both the law and its 
author are i#mutable. The invariable language of the law is, 
“the foul that finneth fhall die. Curfed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things written in the book of the law to do 
them. By the deeds of the law there fhal! no flefh be juftified.” 
We prefume it will be granted by molt men who are not confirm- 
ed infidels, that, had not Chrift done what he has in the charatter 
of Mediator; the human race, without 2 fingle exception, muft 
have fuffered the penalty of the law, or in other words, have been 
éverlaftingly- miferable. And fince this would have been the 
cafe, had no atonement been made, we are unable to fee why it 
mutt not vow be the cafe with thofe who reject the atonement. 
We can fee no difference between thofe in the two cafes, except 
this, the latter muft be the moft wretched. Since they voluntari- 
hy reje& the Saviour, which the former would not have done, 
their criminality ts unfpeakably greater, and their punifhment 
muft be proportionably enhanced. 

That the criminality and punifhment of the finally impenitent 
will be proportionate to the light and advantages which they 
abufe, is a fentiment abundantly inculcated in the gofpel. Ifthe 
two firft human finners muft have been miferable Be ever for dif- 
obeying their Maker, in a fingle inftance ; “ Of how much forer 
punifhment, fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the cevenant wherewith he was fanétified an unholy thing, and 
hath done defpite unto the fpirit of grace ? For we know him that 
’ hath faid vengeance belongeth unto me, I will repay, faith the 
Lord.” Tothis folemn denunciation of the Moft High, we fub- 
join the following ; “The Lord will take vengeance on his ad- 
verfaties ; and he referveth wrath for his enemies. ‘The Lord 
is ow to anger and great in power, and will not at all seq the 
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wicked. Who can ftand before his indignation, and who can 
abide in the fiercenefs of his anger. See now that I,even 1 am 
he, and there is no God with me; I kill and I make alive; I 
wound and I heal; neither is there any that can deliver out of 
my hand. For I lift my hand to heaven and fay L live for ever. 
If I whet my glittering {word and mine hand take hold on judg- 
ment, I will render vengeance to mine enemies and _ will reward 
them that hate me. Thofe mine enemies that would not that I 
fhould reign over them, bring hither and flay them before me. 
The Lord Jefus fhall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the goipel of our Lord Jefus Chritt, 
who fhall be punithed with everlafting deftruction from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, and from the giory of his power.” Thus God 
has folemnly and unconditionally declared, that he will take ven- 
geance on, reward and punifh his enemies, with everlafting de- 
firuétion who continue to difobey his gofpel through this life. 
And he, “Is not a man that he fhould lie, neither the fon of 
man that he fhould repent; hath he faid and fhall he not do it ? 
Or hath he fpoken and fhall he not make it good ?” 

Here the reader is defired to review the obfervations which 
were made, in the fecond number of this eflay, on certain paflages 
of fcripture, which reprefent God as repenting, and at firlt view 
feem to exhibit him as a mutable being. It appears that in cer- 
tain inftances God has repented of the evil which he faid he 
would do unto his rebellious creatures and has not doneit. This 
was the cafe with the inhabitants of Nineveh. They broke off 
from their fins by righteoufnefs and from their iniquities by turn- 
ing unto God. In confequence of which he averted the evils 
which he had threatened and otherwife would have infliéed. 
But we have endeavoured to fhew that this fufpenfion of threat- 
ened evil did not imply any eflential change in the charaer of 
God, nor any change of feelings towards fin and holinefs object- 
ively confidered, but only a- change of conduct towards moral 
agents, in confequence of moral changes, which had taken place 
in them. They repented and oumbled themfelves before God, 
theréfore he forbore to accomplifh their defiruction. In like 
manner if finners wil! repent and turn to God, if they will em- 
brace the Lord Jefus by a true and living faith, he will avert the 
awful punifhment denounced againit them in his law and gofpel. 
But if they remain impenitent they muit inevitably be deftroyed. 
Thefe are the only conditions, on which it is poflible for them 
to efcape final and everlafting condemnation. For that God 
who has threatened to deftroy them if they remain impenitent, is 
immutable. He is unalterably determined to exercife pardoning 
mercy towards all penitent, believing finners ; and he is as unal- 
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terably determined to execute the penalty of his law upon all the 
finally impenitent and unbelieving. On fuch the law muft have 
its courfe ; their punifhment will be as completely vindictive, as 
though-no atonement had been made, and therefore its duration 
will beendlefs. The fame reafons will exift why it fhould com 
tinue when millions of ages have elapfed, and be protraéted to 
eternity, as why it fhould continue for the fhorteft duration. The 
period will never arrive in which fin will be lefs difpleafing to 
God than it now is, nor im which the divine law will require or 
threaten lefs than it now does ; for they are immutable. The 
period will never arrive in which finners in hell will have fuffer- 
ed the full penalty of the law, or made the leaft atonement for 
their paft fins ; therefore the period will never arrive in which it 
will be unjuft for God to continue their punifhment. And fince 
the higheft good of the univerfe requires that the finally impeni- 
tent fhould be fubjected to /ome future punifhment,* we feel unable 
to prove that ic will not require its continuance for ever, We 
think it muft be evident to every attentive, unprejudiced perfon, 
that no dottrine is taught more uniformly, and with clearer evi- 
dence, in the facred icriptures than that of the future and endlef 
punithment of the finally impenitent. Hence, finner, be entreated 
ferioufly to confider the nature of your fituation. That gofpel,*by 
which you will be judged in the great day of retribution, repre- 
fents yowras an enemy to God. You have broken his law, re- 
volted againit his government, and taken fides with the malignant 
powers of darknefs in oppofing the benevolent objects of his pur- 
fuit. But while they are finking in the dark regions of hopelefs 
mifery, fovereign mercy has opened a door through which yoit 
may efcape the wrath tocome. You are a probationer fora 
elorious immortality. The offer of life is prefented to you, and 
notwithftanding you have hitherto: rejected it, perfevered in a 
courfe of impenitence, and are now under fentence of condemna- 
tion, yet, if you unfeignedly confefs and forfake your fins, receive 
the glorious Redeemer as he is offered to you, and unrefervedly 
confecrate yourfelf to his fervice, God will in fuch a fenfe repent 
of the evil which he has denounced againft you, as to withhold. 
its execution. And inftead of making you a monument of his 
everlatting difpleafure againft fin, he will make you a veilel of 

mercy, 


* That the higheft good of the univerfe actually does require that finners 
fhould be fubjected'to fome punifhment is evident from facts which exift in 
this world. And that thofe who die in animpenitent {tate are fubjeted to 
fome future punithment, is as evident as the teftimony of divine infpiration 
can makeit. ‘Thofe who were deftroyed by the general deluge had been in 
a {tate of punifhment, in the eternal world feveral thoufand years when the 
Apoftle Peter wrote his Epiftles. See 1 Peter iii. 19,20. Hence the generak 
good requires fome future punifoment. 
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mercy, fit you for immortal glory, and hereafter admit you to 
the joys and employments of his kingdom. But it becomes you 
to remember that thefe are the only conditions on which your 
falvation is poflible. God is immutable. His law is immuta- 
ble. His gofpel is immutable. Nota fingle threatening which 
they denounce againit the finally impenitent will fail of the moft 
exact and awful accomplifhment. If you continue impenitent 
therefore, but a very fhort time longer you will be fixed beyond 
the reach of mercy. O, finner ! turn and live, for why will ye 
die ! 

Before I clofe this fubject, fuffer me to felicitate the friends of 
Zion on the pleafing profpeéts which are before them. That 
God to whofe fervice you have devoted yourfeives is immutable. 
He has had one great and glorious object in view from eternity, 
namely, the promotion of the highelt poflible good of thg intelli- 
gent fyftem ; and praifed be his name, he never has been, and 
never will be difappointed. His council will ftand, and all his 
pleafure be accomplifhed. Notwithflanding the innumerable, 
revolutions, tumults, diforders, changes and evils which take 
place in this world, God is the fame. He is carrying on his own 
eternal purpofes. His exiftence is not more certain than is the 
truth that he will in the final iffue of events, bring order out of 
diforder, regularity out of confufion, and good outof evil. He 
will caufe the wrath of man to praife his name and reftrain the 
remainder. You may therefore fafely roll all your cares and 
burdens on him ; he will fuftain you. This world is full of 
changes. ‘The tenure by which you hold your deareft earthly 
enjoyments is very precarious. Every thing here isin a fluctu- 
ating, unfettled ftlate. But God is the fame. Hence, fince you 
have chofen him for your portion, your eternal intereft is fecure. 
You have nothing to fear but fin, but want of perfect, immutable 
conformity to his will ; with this you will inherit all things. 
Labour ecarneftly therefore to be perfect, even as your Father in 


Eleaven is perfect, 
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LETTERS ON SOLITARY DEVOTION, 








[Continued from our laf?.] 








From PASCAL ro FULILA. 
LETTER VIL 


AVING, my dear Julia, fhewn you in my laft letter, 

how I would obviate the firft of the three objections 

which are fometimes urged again{t the duty of prayer, F feize 
the firft moment of leifure to give you my views refpecting the 
fecond. ‘This is grounded on the divine omnifcience. It is faid 
that God knows all our wants before we mention them much 
better than we do. What-need is there then of telling them to 
him ? Is it not unwarranted officioufnefs to do fo ? By prayer 
we feem as though we would tell God fomething which he did 
not know before. It implicitly withholds due glory from him 
inftead of rendering it. This objection like the other, proceeds 
upon miftake. It is only fetting up a falfe idea of prayer, and 
then contending withit. It is a moft confoling truth, indeed, that 
God, the infinite, and all perfec being, whom we hase avitiched 
for our God, and whom we have leave to confide in as our ever- 
lafling refuge, knows all things. His underftanding is infinite. 
‘Fhere can be no acceflion to his knowledge. ‘The works of crea- 
tion and providence, are but, the developement of his infinite 
mind. If the defign of prayer were to inform him, it would be 
prepofterous ; nay it would be impious, But this is not the defign. 
Few chriftians, perhaps none, are fo ignorant as to entertain this 
idea. If there are it is their error, and does not affeé the quef- 
tion in hand. Prayer to God, as it bears an analogy to our peti- 
tions, which we often prefent to our fuperiors in domettic, 
or civil fociety, and in which we do mott generally infornt 
them of fomething which they did not know before, may, un- 
der the influence of a delufive comparifon, have fomething of 
thisappearance. But thofe muft be very fuperfictal in their views 
who cannot diftinguifh between petitions offered to fallible men, 
and prayers offered to God. The knowledge which the divine 
Being has of our wants, is no reafon why we fhould not exprefs 
them to him. The propriety of this is founded on other confid- 
erations. It is in this way that we have communion with him, 
acknowledge him in his infinite ability to fuccour us, take our 
proper place humbly at his feet, and avow our dependence and 
fubjection. Thefe are cogent reafons enough for exprefling our 
wants to God in the forms of prayer, without refting the peopeiety 
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of it upon any fuch falfe principle as the objeciion fuppofs. 
You will obferve that this objection, unlike in this refpeéi to the 
other, applies to ail the other parts of prayer as well as to that of 
fupplication. It goes to Vitiate adoration, thank{giving and con- 
feflion, as well as imploring mercy. For God knows infinitely 
better his own unlimited perfection of nature, the glory of his 
works of creation and providence, the riches of his kindnefs to us 
and to other creatures, our indebtednefs and our guilt, the num- 
ber and criminal nature of our offences, than we do or can poili- 
bly exprefs. Human conceptions and haman language com 
altogether fhort of the reality of thefe things. If itis unlawiul 
or improper in any manner to expreis to God what he knows 
perfectly well already ; there is an end to all intercourfe with 
him. The felf concemning language of penitents, which they 
ufe in their addreiles to Ged, is abfurd ; and the hofannas of 
earth and heaven are the height of impiety.“ That adoring lan. 
guage of the Seraphim and Cherubim, and the faints in heaven, 
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for thou haft created all things, andor thy pleafure they 
are and were created,’”’ is the mere unlicenfed rant of enthuhiafts. 
The objection then proves too much and defiroys itfelf. Flow 
much more reafonable are the doctrines and precepts of chrif- 
tianity than the vagaries of Deiftical feribbiers ? The very con- 
trary to this objection we ourfelves admit, and often expect from 
our inferiors. We allow them, and often require them, to 
acknowledge to us what we know perfeétly well already. ‘The 
{criptures, ever harmonious with reafon, teach us to revere the 
divine omnifcience as in the duty af prayer. The t 39th Plalm is 
full of this inftruction. ‘* O Lord thou haft fearched me, and 
known me, thou knoweft my downfitting and my uprifing, thou 
underftandeit my thoughts afar off, thou compaflelt my path, 
and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me, itis high, I cannot attain 
unto it,” &c. The Pfalmift goes on to pray, “ Search me, O 
God, and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts, and 
fee if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlafting.” The firft united prayer in which we find the Apof- 
tles engaged, after the afcenfion of their Lord, was in this ftrain, 
* Thou Lord which kuowe/? the hearts of all, fhew whether of thefe 
two thou haf chofen. That he may take part of this miniflry 
and apoftlefhip, from which Judas by tranigreflion fell, that he 
might go to his own place.” David fays, **O God thou knoweft 
my foolifhnefs, and my fins are not hid from thee, let not them 
who wait-on thee, O Lord God of hofts be afhamed for my fake; 
Let not thofe that feck thee be confounded, O Lord God of 
Ifrael,”” Since an acknowledgment of the divine omnifcience 
is 
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is thus wrought tnto the nature of fcripture prayer, we may be 
fure that it is not inconfiftent with it. Perhaps you will feel 
fome difficulty with refpe to this reafoning from a few pailages 
of {ceripture which verbally, at beft, feem to imply, that prayer is 
defigned to inform God of our needs which he cannot have with- 
out fuch information. The paffage moft to this point, perhaps, 
is that in Phil. iv. 6, * Be careful for nothing, but do all things 
by prayer and fupplication with thankfgiving ; let your requetts 
be made known unto God.” The queltion here 1s, What is to 
be underftood by making known our requefts unto God ? Now 
we cannot reafonably put a conftrution upon this, which fhall 
contradi@ numerous other paflages of {cripture, and the moft un- 
equivocal dictates of our reafon. The fcriptures, cannot teach 
us that God is omnifcient, and at the fame time that there is 
fomething of which we can inform him. ‘The word knowledge 
is often uled in the fcriptures as a practical term, importing fome 
mortal aét, dillinguifhable from mere fcience. As “ Know thou , 
the God of thy fathers.” “I determined to know nothin 
among you fave Jefue Chrift and him crucified. ‘That I may 
know him and the power of his refurreétion, and the fellowfhip 
of his fufferings, being made conformable unto his death. This 
is life eternal to dwow thee.” Here the term knowledge ftands 
for that acquaintance which is founded in moral feeling, in ef- 
teem. So itis in the paflage from Phillippians. Let your re- 
quelts be made known, that is, exprefled to God, in the freedom 
and confidence of prayer. 

Hoping that thefe obfervations will be fatisfactory to you, I 
take leave for the prefent, and am, &c. 


[To be continued. ] 
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FIND myfelf in exiftence ; arational and accountable 
creature. For I think; I reafon ; and determine in 

my own mind. I have alfo a confcience, or a faculty of mind, 
which teaches me the difference between right and wrong ; ap- 
proves what is right and condemns what is wrong. ‘The word 
of God aflures me what is duty, and what is fin : And my con- 
fexence concurs with its infallible dictates. Obfervation and the 
word 
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tvord of God affure me that I fhall foon leave tlris Rate of exif. 
ence ; for I may clearly fee that it is appointed unio all men once to 
die. My time on the earth will be fhort. ‘This is my only Gate 
of probation. After I leave this world I fhall be brought be- 
fore the righteous Judge, who awill bring every work into ju vvtbiend 
with every fecret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil ¥ and 
then I fhall either be received to entlef, un{peakable glory and 
bleffednefs, or be fentenced to endiefs, unutterable defpair and 
mifery. My eternal ftate will be according te the moral sagan 
ter which I form: in this life, and pofleis at death. God’s word 
alfures me that I am naturally a loft and ruined finner. God’s 
holy conftitution was fuch, under which the human race were at 
firft placed, that by Adam?’s difcobedience, I became a finner. 
For I can fee no reafon why the words of the Apoltle in Rom. 
v. 19, donot affect me as much as any other perfon of the hu- 
man race: By one man’s difobedience many were madey or confti- 
tuted, Aaners. If Thave not had a change of heart wrought in 
me by. the fpecial grace of God, I have always had that carnal 
mind which is enmity againft God, not fubjeét to his law, neither 
indeed can be ; and I have never done any thing, which is truly 
holy and pleafing in his ight. Of this, I have abundant proof 
in the third and eighth chapters of the epiltle to the faints at 
Rome. There the Apoftle has plainly given us the true charac- 
ter of all the impenitent and unconverted, in the fight of a holy 
God ; and hence Chrift fays, Verily, 2 snide I fay unto thee, ex- 
cept a man be born again he cannot fee the kingdom of God. And 
hence the apoitle teaches me in his epiltle to the faints at Ephe- 
fus, that thote who were dead in tre{pailes and fins, are by God’s 
grace created in Chrilt fefus unto good works. 

Inthe view of thefe very interelting truths, let me afk myfelf 
a few quettions ; and let it be done as in the preience of the heart 
fearching God. 1 

Have I ever been convinced of my exceedmg finfulnefs ? Have 
I been made deeply fentible of having that carnal mind, which is 
enmity againt God, and not fubjecét to his holy law, in any de- 
gree ? Have I really feen that I could do nothing that is holy and 
acceptable to God, without an entire change of the temper of 
my heart ? I may have had a dottrinal belief of thefe things from 
My youth ; or my underitanding may have given a full affent to 
thefe truths: But have I ever had a feeling, realizing fenfe of be- 
ing thus a dof? finner ? arene I indeed feen and fe/t mytfelf to be 
dead in trefpaffes and fins ? 

Have I had any juft fenfe of the nature of this fpiritual death ? 
Have I been fully convinced that it was wy crime and wickednefi, 
rather than a misfortune to be thus dead in fin? For what elle 


can it be to be dead in fin, but to be wholly inclined to evil, or 
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to have my heart fully fet in me to do evil? Is not this in- 
clination to fin, a vs/untary inclination ? Has it not been my volun- 
tary choice to do evil? Have I really felt that my being wholly 
inclined to fin, is no excufe for my continuing fo ? Have I felt 
mytelf blameable for not repenting immediately ? What are my 
prefent feelings on this fubje& ? Do I feel criminal for not being 
perfectly holy ? Or do I excufe myfelf, as many fecure finners and 
hypocrites do, by faying, * No man can repent and be holy, 
without the grace of God ; and I muft be allowed to wait, till 
God is pleafed to give me this grace.” Have I feen this excufe 
to be an artifice of Satan to keep perfons eafy in their fins, until © 
they lift up their eyes in torments ? 

At the fame time, when I faw it to be my duty to repent im- 
mediately, and that I had no excufe for continuing impenitent, 
have I felt my entire dependence on the fpecial grace of God ? 
Have I been deeply fenfible that God mult work in me to will 
and to do of his good pleafure ? Have I cheerfully fubmitted to his 
fovereign grace ? 

Has God thined into my heart, and given me the light of the 
knowledge of his glory in the face of Jefus Chrift ? Have I been 
brought out of darknefs into marvellous light, in a fpiritual fenfe ? 
Have I had an entirely new view, or fenie of heart, of the glory 
of God and of the Redeemer ? Have I embraced this glorious 
Saviour ? Have I truly repented of fin ? Do I hate al// fin? Is 
there 22 way of fin which I| indulge and practice ? Am T daily 
living to the glory of God ? 

Have I clear evidence that I have indeed experienced this fav- 
ing change ? What are my evidences of being born again? Am I 
in a good degree, fanétified and made meet for a holy heaven ? 
Can I fay with the Apoftle, The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with 
my fpirit, that I am a child of God ? 

If I have experienced this great change, let God have all the 
praife. Not untome, O Lord, not unto me, but unto thy name 
be all the glory, for ever. 

If I have fiot been born again, how dreadful is my condition ! 
A guilty, ruined finner! and every day and‘every hour expofed 
to fink into an endlefs hell! Endlefs mifery and defpair muft be 
my final portion, if God do not of his fovereign mercy, renew 
‘my heart, and make me meet for the inheritance of the faints 


in light. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PIETY IN PARENTS 
AND GUARDIANS OF YOUTH. | 
[Continued from our laf.) 








II. IOUS parents will ufe means for the falvation of thei# 
children. Parents who are deftitute of piety will ufe 

means to make their children learned, rich, and great, but hav« 
ing no love to the glory of the gofpel, they will not ufe proper 
means to make their children acquainted with its excellencys 
Such parents may attend to the externals of religion from con- 
fiderations of worldly profit, or from a rational conviction that it 
is dangerous living and dying without religion ; and from fuch 
felfifh motives they may teach their children to do the fame. 
But pious parents, having a hearty conviction that fin is deeply 
rooted in the hearts of their young children, will ufe means to 
convince them of their ruined-ftate, and their need of a Saviour ; 
and to bring them to exercife repentance and faith, and to en- 
ge in a holy life: They will confider the ufe of means highly 
important, notwithftanding all thé ébje&tions which cavilling un- 
believers raifé. It is not unéomrnon for itnpeénitent parents to 
make ufe of God’s fovereignty as an excufe for rejecting the grace 
6f Chrift themfelves, and for neglecting their duty to their chik 
drén ; but piotis paretits believe that means and ends are con- 
hected in the economy of falvation ; nof does this diminifh the 
lory of divine grace in faving finnerss AS it is according to 
Od s eternal purpofe, “ By the foolifhmefs of preaching to fave 
thofe who believe,” fo by thé faithful endeavours of pious per 
ents, hé faves the precious foul of a déar child. We do not ex- 
pect that the poor deluded heathen will be converted without 
means ; hence we freely contribute to the fupport of miflionaries 
to bear the joyful tidings of a Saviour. “ For how fhall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard ?’? We do not ex- 
ec that finnersin a chriftian land will be faved without hearing 
the gofpel : hence when they embrace fuch errors, or contract 
fuch habits of ftupidity, or indulge fuch diflike to the truth, as to 
prevent them from hearing a preached gofpel, we entertain ferious 
apprehenfions that God defigns to leave them to perifh in their 
fins. How then éan we expee the falvation of thofe youth who 
are trainéd up in families, where there is no religious example, 
no pious inftruction, no fertous attention to the holy {criptures, 
no morhing and evening facrifice ; and no endeavours to call 
Vor. I. Oo their 
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their attention to the being of a God, fo the perifhing ftate of 


their fouls, to the atonement of Chrift, or the great things of 
eternity. Every tender hearted chriftian muft pity fuch a family, 
and weep in fécret plates for the impiety of the parents! God 
Sometimes works without his ufual means in bringing in his elect. 
He may take an unufual way to convert a heathen. He may 
fubdue the heart of an-obftinate and: fecure finner, who has long 
refufed to hear the gofpel, and bring him forth with a penitent 
heart to feek religious inftruétion. He may take a ftupid child 
from among thoughtlefs brothers and: fifters; and from ftupid 
and unfeeling parents, and make him a child of glory ; but God 
has appointed means, by which he ufwally accomplithes his gra- 
cious purpofes towards finners, and among thefe ought to be 











sonfidered the faithful endeavours of pious parents. N; 
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QUESTIONS. 





MESS’RS. EDITORS; 


| FRIEND and reader of your valuable Magazine, 
A wifhes to fee in it anexpofition of Job xlii. 7th and 
8th veries, and anfwers to the following queftions : What. 
did Eliphaz and his two friends fpeak. concerning God, which. 
was notright ? In what fenfe were. thefe things given by infpira- 
tion ? And how are they: profitable for dottrine,.for reproof, for 
correction, for inftruction in righteoufnefs -? : 
Did not Job alfo fpeak things which were not right ? 
In connection with thefe quelftions, it is wifhed to know what’ 
is the great defign of the conference between Job and his friends ? 
And what is the moral improvement to be drawn from it? 


* IOTA,. 
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BRIEF ACCOUNT OF MRS. TOOLEY. 








“HE late Mr. Thomas Bradbury happened to dine one 

day at the houfe of Mrs. Tooley, an eminent Chriftiar 

lady in London, who was famous in her day forreligion, and 
for the love fhe bore to Chrift, and to ail his fervants and people... 
Her houfe ‘and table were open to them all, being-another Lydia. 
in that refpe@.. Mr. Timothy Rogers, who wrote thefbook on. 
religious melancholy, and was himfelf many years under that 
diftemper,. 
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Brief account of Mrs. Tooley. £99 


‘Giltemper, happened to dine there fhe fame day with Mr. Brad- 
‘bury ; and after dinner, he entertained Mrs. ‘Tooley and him 
with fome ftories concerning his father, who was one of the eject- 
-ed minifters in the year 1662, and the fufferings he underwent on 
account of his nonconformity. Mr. Rogers particularly related 
one anecdote, that he had often:heard his father, with a good 


deal of pleafure, tell to himfelf and others, concerning a deliver- 


ance which he ‘had from being fent to prifon, after his mittimuss 
as they call it, was written out for that purpofe. 
» He happened to live near the houfe of one Sir Richard Crad- 
dock, a juftice of the peace, who was a moft violent hater and 
perfecutor of the diffenters ; one who laid out himfelfito diftrefs 
them by all the meanswhich the fevere laws then in being ‘put 
in his power, particularly by enforcing the law againft conventi- 
cles. He bore a particular hatred to'Mr. ‘Rogers, and wanted 
above all things to have him in his power, and a fair oppoituni- 
ty; as he thought, offered itfelf to him. He heard that Mr. 
Rogers was to preach at a place fome miles diftant ; and he hired 
two men to go as fpies, who were to take the names of all the 
hearers they knew, and to witnefs againft: Mr. Rogers.and them. 
_* The thing fu@ceeded to his wif.’ ‘They brought the names of 
feveral perfons who’ were hearers on that occafion.; and Sir 
Richard fent ‘and'warned fuch of them |as ‘he had a particular 
fpite at, and Mr. Rogers, to appear before him. Accordingly 
they all came with trembling hearts, expecting the worft.; for 
they knew the violence of the man. mI 
* While they were in his great hall, expecting to be called upon, 
there happened to come into the hall a little girl, a grandchild 
of Sir Richard’s, about fix or feven years of age. She looked at 
Mr. Rogers, and was mu¢h taken with his venerable appear- 
ance ; and he, being naturally fond.of children, got -her on his 
knee, and made a ‘great deal of her ; and fhe was fond'of him. 
At laf Sir Richard fent one-of his fervants to inform the com- 
pany that-one ef the witnefles was fallen fick, and could not be 
prefent that day ; and therefore warned them anew to comé on 
another day, which hé named to them.. 7 
Accordingly they-came ; and the crime, as the juftice called 
it, was proved. He ordered their si#timius to be written, to fend 
them all to gaol. Mr. Rogers, before he-came, expecting to fee 
the little girl again, had brought fome fweetmeats to give her ; 
and he was not difappointed ; for fhe came running to him, and 
was fonder of him than fhe was the day -before. She was, it 
feems, a particular favourite of her grandfather’s, and had got 
fuch an afcendency over him, that he could deny her nothing. 
She was withal a child of a violent {pirit, and could bear no con- 
tradiction, as the was indulged in everything. Once, it feems, 
. when 
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wheri fhe was contradisted in fomething, fhe run a penknife inte 
her arm, that had near coft wher either her life or the lofs of her 
arm. After which, Sir Richard would not duffer her to be con- 
tradi¢ted in any thing. 

While the was fitting on Mr. Rogers’s knee, and eating the 
fweetmeats which he gave her, fhe looked wiltfully on him, and 
faid, * What are you here for, Sir ?? He anfwered, “‘ I believe 
your grancfather is going to fend me and my friends, whom you 
fee here, to gaol.” “ To gaol!” fays the ; “why, what have you 
done?’ “Why, 1 did nothing but preached at fuch a place, 
and they did nothing but hear me.” * But,” fays fhe, “ my 
pnts fhan’t fend you to gaol.” . “ Aye but, my dear,” faid 
a “ L believe he isnow making out our mittimus to fend us all 

ere”? ; 

She ran imwediately to the chamber where her grandfather 
was, and knocked with her head and heels till fhe got in, and 
faid, ‘‘ What are you going to do with my good old gentleman 
hene in the hall?’ « That’s nothing to you,” faid her grand- 
father, “ get you about your bufine/s.”’ “ But 1 won't,” fays 
the, “ he tells me that you are going to fend him apd his friends 
to gaol ; and if you fend them, I'll drown myfelé in the pond.as 
foon as they are gone ; J will indeed.’? When he faw the girl 
was refolute and peremptory, it fhook him, and overcame even 
the wicked defign he had formed to perfecute the fervants of the 
Lord... He ftept into the hall, with the mittisas in his hand, and 
faid, “ I had here made out your méttimus to fend you all to gaol, 
as you deferve ; but at my grandchild’s requeft, I fall from the 
profecution, and fet you all at liberty.”’ | : 

They all bowed, and thanked his worfhip. Byt Mr. Rogers 
ftepped up to the child, and laid his hand upon her head; and 
lifting up /his eyes to heaven, he faid, “* God blefs you, my dear 
child ; may the bleffing of that God whofe caufe you now did 
plead, though as yet you know him not, be ppon you in life, at 
death, and throughout eternity.” And then he and his friends 
Went away. 

Mrs. Tooley liftened with uncommon attention to the Rory ; 
and looking on Mr. Rogers, faid, “* And are you that Mr. Rog- 
ers’s don 2’ ** Yes, Madam,” anfwered he, “lam.” ‘ Well,?* 
fays the, ‘‘ for.as long as I have iheen acquainted with you, I nev- 
er knew that before. And now I will tell you fomething you 
never knew before: I am the very girl your dear father blefled 
ia the manner you now elated it. It made an imprefflion on me I 
could never forget.” Upon this double difcovery, Mr. Rogers 
and Mrs. Tooley found they had a duperadded.tie of love and af- 
fe&ion to each other beyond what they had'before. And then 
beand Mr. Bradbury'were defirous to know how fhe, who hed 
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been bred up with an averfion to the Diffenters, and to ferjous re- 
ligion, made now fuch a figure among them, and was fo eminent 
for religion. 

She complied with their requeft, and very freely told them her 
ftory. She faid that after her grandtather’s death, fhe was left 
fole heirefs of his great eftate ; and being in the bloom of youth, 
and having none to control her, fhe run after all the fafhionable 
diverfions of the time in which fhe lived, without any manner of 
reftraint. But atthe fame time fhe confefled, that at the end of 
them all, the found a diflatisfaétion both with herfelf and them, 
that always ftruck a damp to her heart, which fhe did not know 
how to get rid of, but by running the fame fruitlefs round over 
and over agains but all ia vain. 

She contracted fome flight illnefs, upon which fhe thought fhe 
would go to Bath, as hearing that that was a place for sleafare 
as well as for health. When fhe came there, fhe was led in 
providence to confult an apothecary, who happened to be a very 
worthy religiousman. He inquired what fhe ailed. “ Why,’’ 
fays fhe, * Bogor, I don’t ail much as to my bady; but I have 
an unea‘y mind, that I can’t get rid of.” ‘ Truly,” fays he 
** Mifs, I was fo too, till I met with a book that cured me of it,” 
* Books!” faid fhe, ‘¢ 1 get.all the books I can lay my hands on ; 
all the plays, novels, and romances I can hear of ; but after I 
have read them, my uneafinefs is the fame.” ‘That may be,” 
faid he, “* Mifs, I don’t wonder at it. But this book I fpeak of, 
I can fay of jt what I can fay.of no other I ever read, I never 
tire of reading it ; but can begin to read it again as if never be- 
fore. AndJ always fee fomething new init.” “ Pray,’ fays 
fhe,“ Dodtor, what book is that ?”? ‘ Nay, Mifs,”” anfwered he, 
“ that is a fecret 1 don’t teil toevery one.” ‘ But could not I 
get a fight of that book ?” fays fhe.  ** Yes,” fays he, “ Mifs, if 
you fpeak me fair, I can help you-toit.” ‘ Pray get it me then, 
Doétor, and I’ll give you any thing you pleafe.” “ Yes,” fays 
he, “* if you will promife one thing, J’ll bring it you; and that is, 
that you will read it over carefully ; andif you fhould not fee 
much in it at firfl, that-you will give it a fecond reading.” 

She promifed faithfully fhe would ; and after raifing’ her curi- 
ofity, by coming twice or thrice without bringing it, he at laft 
brought it, took it out of his pocket, and gave ither. It wasa 
New Teftament. When fhe looked on it, fhe faid, “ Poh (with 
a flirt) 1 could get that at any time.” “ Why, Milfs, fo you 
might,” replied the Doétor ; ** but remember I have your folemn 
promife, that you will read it carefully.” “* Well,” fays the, 
‘ though I never read it before, I'll give it a reading.” 

Accordingly fhe began to read it ; and it foon attraéted her 
attention. She faw fomething in it fhe had a deep concern in ; 
and 
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and if fhe was uneafy in her mind before, fhe was ten times more 
fo now ; fhe did not know what to do with herfelf. So the got 
away back to London, to fee what the diverfions there would do 
again, But all was in vain. 

She was lodged at the court end of the town, and had a gen- 
tlewoman with her by way of a companion. One Saturday 
evening fhe dreamed that fhe was in a place of worthip, and 
heard a fermon which fhe could remember nothing of, when fhe 
awaked, fave the text ; but the dream made fuch an impreflion 
on her mind, that the idea fhe had of the place, and the minifter’s 
face, was as {trong as if fhe had been acquainted with both for a 
number of years. She told her dream to her companion on the 
Lord’s day morning ; and, after breakfaft, faid, fhe was refolved 
to go in queit of the place, if {he dhould go from one end of Lon- 
don to the other. | 

Accordingly they fet out, and went into this and the other 
church, as they pafled along; but none of them anfwered what 
fhe faw in her dream. About one o’clock they found themfelves 
in the heart .of the.city ; and they went into an eating houfe and 
had a bit of dinner ; and fet out again in fearch of this place. 

About half an hour after two they were in the Poultry, and 
fhe faw a great many people going down the Old Jewry ; and 
the determined fhe would fee where they were going. She mix- 
ed herfelf among them, and they carried her to the Old Jewry. 
So foon as fhé entered the door of it, and looked about, fhe turn- 
ed to her companion, and faid with fome furprife, * This is the 
very place I faw in my dream.” She had not focd-long till Mr, 
Shower, who was then minifter of the place, went up into the pul- 
pit ; and fo foon as fhe looked on him, with greater furprife ftill, 
fhe faid, “ this is the very man I faw in my dream ; and if every 
part of it hold true, he will take that for his text, Pfal. cxvi. 7. 
Return unto thy ref?, O my foul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee,”? When he rofe to pray, fhe was all attention, and every 
fentence went to her heart. Having finifhed prayer, he took that 
for his text ; and there God met with her foul in a faving way 
and manner ; and fhe at laft obtained what fhe fo long fought 
for in vain elfe where, reft to her foul in Him, who is the life and 
happinefs of fouls. 
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IF the Editors think the following remarks worthy a place ir 
Lheir excellent Mifionary Magazine, they have the permiffion of 
FLAVEL. 





ON VOLUNTARY TEMPTATION. 








es EAD us not into temptation,” is a ferious addrefs,: 
which children are taught to make to God, and 

through life it is often uttered’ by all who make any pretenfions 
to prayer. Its infinite importance would juftify an hourly repe- 
tition of it through life. Many perfons are fo well difpofed, or 


‘have fo much convittion, or reftraint of the Holy Spirit, that 


they would not commit certain fins were they not aflailed by 
temptations ; but when they are tempted, they have not grace, 
nor tendernefs of confcience, nor refolution to make effectual 
refiftance. Being tempted they fall, and perhaps are undone. 
How important for fuch creatures to cry, “ Lead us not into 
temptation.” Had not “the young man void of underftand- 
mg met’’ a familiar, bold woman, he had not gone to her houfe, 
which ftands on tlie road-to hell: Had not fimple Potipher took 
a handfome Hebrew into-his family, the wife of his confidence 
might always have continued faithful. This being the only 
ftate of probation, the precioufnefs of the foul, the value of heav- 
en, the dreadfulnefs of God’s wrath, the great probability that 
the foul will be loft, only few being faved, makes it infinitely im- 
portant for mortals to pray with the heart, “ Our Father, lead 
us not into temptation.” 

Whatever increafes the inclination, or multiplies the oppor- 
tunities for finning is a TempraTion. Hence certain employ- 
ments and fituations, harmlefs and even ufeful, are temptations ; 
they vaftly increafe the probability of finning, and of courfe, the 
probability of being deftroyed. Therefore no man fhould begin 
fuch an employment, nor place himfelf in fuch. circumftances 
without an evident call from God. If God call a perfon into a 
place of temptation, he‘may fafely rely upon God for grace ac- 
cording to his trial. If a perfon go into temptation without 
a call, he muft expect ruin ; God is not with him. 

Thofe places where we ourfelves, or where others have 
generally been led aftray fhould be cautioufly avoided. The 
fcene of merriment or revelling, where the fparkling glafs, the 
mazy dance, and the mufic of fong, inflame the patlions, and 
unbridle the lufts, fhould be avoided more carefully than the 
chambers of fever and death. Experience proves that focial 


guilt is more contagious than all the Lazarettoes of the Eatft. 
: There 
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§04 On Voluntary Temptation. 


There are certain fubjects refpe&ting which fome perfons can- 
not convetfe without being tranfported with fome paffion. The 
theme awakens fome prejudice ; it revives fome habit ; it irri- 
tates fome wounded part, or it inflames fome fparks always alive 
in the heart ; the perfon is inftantly a volcano, difgorging tor- 
tents of unhallowed fire: Such fubje&s fhould be avoided as 
death itfelf. 

_ Not the leaft reflection if deéfigitéd againft cities or towns ; 
thofe born there or cettainly called in Providence to dwell there, 
thay hope for adéquate degrees of grace, where they doubtlefs 
meet more temptations to vanity and voluptuoufnefs than in the 
tural village. No oné therefore concerned for his falvation, pof- 
feffing tetidernefs of confcience, and humble views of himfelf, will 
leave the calm, féqueftered vale for the levity and buftle of the 
town, till he has an evident call from God. Without this how 
can he, how dares he pray, “ lead me not into temptation?” As 
well might Judas going to the high prieft, fay, “ Father, lead 
me not into temptation ?”” Such an addrefs would have looked 
like prefumption or trifling with God. 3 

__ A feaman’s life is ferrounded with a cloud of. temptations. 
Far from his religious friends, far from the fanctuary of his God, 
often connected with people of profane lips and impious lives, 
how can he be faved ? Yet in the prefent ftate of fociety this call- 
ing feems neceflary, and whea men firid themfelves called by 
providence to do bufinefs on the mighty waters, they may hépe 
for the grace and proteftion of that God, who rules the waves, 
and fays to the ftormy fea, * Peace, be ftill.” | | 

More hazardous to the foul are fome employments on fhore. 
The man who keeps a public inn, obliged by cuftom and law to 
receive all defcriptions of chatacters, how difmal the profpe& of 
himfelf and family ! Where intoxicating. liquors are gonftantly 
flowing, who will remain témperate? Where oaths and blat- 
phemy frequently defile the air, whofe lips will remain always 
pure? Where vanity and mirth abound, who will confider his 
ways and be wife? : 

Equally filled with témptations, and in fome refpects more dan- 
eerous, are boarding houfes where ftrangers of pleafant, fafcinat- 
ing manners are received. - The itay of people at a public houfe is 
fhort, the impreffions they leave may, be inftantly blotted out by 
thofe who fucceedthem. In a boarding houfe the dwellers abide 
tonger, their characters the fame. Though fometimes the belt, 
they are fometimes thofe who live by their addrefs, and cunning, 
foreigners of no religious principles, but infinuating manners, 
ftrangers unknown. In fuch a cafe what fecurity has the wife or 
daughters ? They are doubtlefs upright and virtuous, and fo 
were thoufands once, whé are now abandoned and aaa 2 
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ere not the females of the houfe, daughters of Adam, fufceptible 
-of temptation, not quite. perfect, liable to fall? If there be one 
wretch in the houfe defirous of deluding the daughters, defraud- 
ing the hufband, or debauching the wife, has he not every pofli- 
ble advantage ? He has opportunity to perform a thoufand little 
endearing offices, he has often more politenefs, more elegance, 
-more fplendor than has been familiar to their eyes ; he can take 
the molt -favourable times, places, and circumitances ; he mutt 
fucceed, unlefs her dignity and virtue are of the moft elevated 
rank, The man who introduces to his daughters one fuperior 
to their affociates, or to his wife one fuperior to himfelf inad- , 
drefs, may at the fame time have introduced an adder that will 
fting him in the vitals, poifon every vein of his blood, and bid 
every pulfe throb with inceflant agony. He is like the com- 
-mander of a citadel, who hoilts the bloody flag of defiance, and 
fends a challenge to the enemy, Ais all is at flake. He puts his 
wife and daughter without the rampart in the hotteft battle ; he 
may not fee them fall, nor learn their fate ; but their fecret con- 
fufion of face, their remorfe and their terrors of mind, or their 
feared confciences and bold looks, their ftupidity or their horror 
in a dying hour, and their defperation in the day of judgment, 
-call on the hufband and the father not to lead them into tempte- 
ton. 
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MESS°RS. EDITORS. 


N my latt letter, having given an account of the method 

of divine operation on the hearts of thofe who were the 

hopeful fubjects of {pecial grace, among the people of my charge, 
in the late revival in this place, in this I purpofe to give an ac- 
count of feveral particular cafes as a general {pecimen of many. 
The firft, is of a man, who was at that time, rifing of forty. 
years of age. He had openly oppofed the power of godlinefs, 
nd the dottrines of grace. But fometime before the reforma- 
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tion he was apparently more ferious, and attentive to truth. The 
following, is the account which he gave of his views and feelings, 
from the time he was firft awakened to the time of the vifible 
Operation of the fpirit in the neighbourhood where he lived. 

‘About two years ago my mind was more than commonly im- 
prefled with divine things. Religion appeared to be the one 
thing needful, and I then refolved to give my whole attention to 
it ; but being more than ufually incumbered with the cares of the 
world, my concern abated, and I became more thoughtlefs of 
death, and judgment. 1 then determined to defer repentance till 
a more convenient feafon. But foon after ferious impreflions 
returned upon my mind with an additional weight, which I was 
unable to remove, by all the efforts I could make. To conceal 
my feelings, and divert my mind, I fhunned, as far as poflible, 
the company of chriltians, and fixed my mind more intenfely on 
worldly objects ; but my guilt and diftrefs increafed fo as almott 
to deprive me of reft, night and day. For more than a year 
what fleep I had was on the floor, which did not exceed one hour 
anda half inanight. The greater part of this time I was in 
almoft total defpair. Divine truth was like a two edged {word 
to my foul, and every fermon I heard appeared to have been 
defigned for me, and applied to my cafe. — 

My fins were fo aggravated, and my heart fo full of enmity to 
God and the gofpel, that I faw no ground of hope for me. 

I thought I-muft certainly fink down to blacknefs of darknefs, 
and I determined to make the beft I could of my condition. I 
therefore, refolved to quit my country, and join myfelf with the 
moft ignorant and vile, that by efcaping the light of the gofpel 
and the force of divine truth, I might obtain fome eafe in the pre- 
fent life, which was all I ever expected to enjoy. 

But natural affection to my family delayed the execution of 
this dreadful refolve, till God was pleafed to give me fome hope, 
or at leaft to convince me that there was a poflibility of my fal- 
vation, through Chrift in the gofpel.” 

Sometime after this, obtaining a comfortable hope, that he 
had pafled from death unto life, he exprefled a defire to unite in 
fellowfhip with this church, and in his relation, after giving a 
fummary of what is written above, he adds; “ I had the moft 
awful fenfe of my fins, of the greatnefs of my criminality, the 
dreadful account [mutt give to God, and the folemn confequences 
of a future judgment. And though in’ my paft life, I had plead 
dependence as an excufe for my ftupidity and unbelief ; yetfince 
my mind has been imprefled, my mouth has been fhut, and I 
have felt myfelf altogether guilty before God. For I know that 
I have voluntarily, and wilfully hated God, his law and gofpel. 

The way of death, was the way in which I chofe to va and 
I refufed to come to the light, becanfe my deeds were evil 

I therefore, 
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_I therefore, realized that I was juftly condemned by the di- 
vine law; and yet would not comply with the condition on 
which falvation was propofed in the gofpel. While in this con- 
dition, my diftrefs was unutterable. Cut off from all hope, hell 
appeared with open mouth, ready to receive me; into which I 
mutt foon fall, unlefs God fubdued my heart, and made me will- 
ing inthe day of his power. At the fame time God appeared 
like a flaming fire, taking vengeance on his efiemies, and recom- 
penfing his adverfaries. 

And the firft gleam of hope I difcovered, was after I had un- 
conditionally fubmitted to divine fovereignty. From the con- 
fideration that Chrift Jefus was able to fave the greateft finner ; 
and difcovering the free offer of falvation through him, I thonght 
I was willing to truft my foul with him. And in the view of 
the holy charaéter and government of God, I think I loathe and 
abhor myfelf for my iniquities and abominations, and count all 
things but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge there is in 
Chrift Jefus.” | 

Another perfon, whofe cafe is worthy of notice, is a man rif- 
ing of thirty. He was favoured with a religious education, 
and had eltablifhed a good moral charaéter, in the view of the 
world. 

He was free from the leaft tin@ure of enthufiafm, deliberate 
and candid in reafoning, conftantly attended to the externals of 
religion, and was confidered by thofe who deny the neceflity of 
regeneration, «n excellent Chriftian. 

As he was a profefled Arminian, fo he lived in ftri@ con- 
formity to his own fentiments. But feveral years before the 
late work of God here, he was rationally convinced that his 
{cheme of religion was falfe, and that the Calviniftic f{cheme was 
more conformable to truth. But not realizing the plague of his 
own heart, he plead dependence as an excufe for his impenitence. 
This was the ftrong hold to which he reforted for defence againft 
the force of truth. Under this refuge of lies he concealed his 
guilt, filenced confcience, and refifted conviction, till in an unex- 
pected manner, God was pleafed to reprove him out of his own 
mouth. 

On opening a fchool, which he had undertaken to teach, he 
exhibited a number of rules for the regulation of the {cholars, 
and then faid to them, “ the one who firft violates thefe rules, I 
fhall confider as virtually faying to me, I will be mafter and you 
fhall not.”” On faying this, he felt himfelf condemned for acting 
a fimilar part towards God. Further particulars refpecting his 
feelings, under divine operation, are expreffed in his relation, writ- 
ten by himfelf, which I will give in his own language. 

* As I was reading one evening in my bible, thefe words were 
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applied to my confcience.” ‘Left there fhould be among you nian’ 
or woman, or family, or tribe, whofe heart turneth away from 
the Lord our God ; left there fhould be a root that beareth gall 
and wormwood ; and it come to pafs, when he heareth the 
words of this curfe, that he blefs himfelf in his heart, faying, I thal! 
have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine heart. 
The Lord will not {pare him, but then the anger of the Lord and 
his jealoufy thall fmoke againft that man, and all the curfes that 
are written in this book fhall be upon him, and the Lord fhall blot 
out his name from under heaven.’ Thefe words were fet home 
to my confcience, by this folemn declaration, * Thou art the 
man,” which filled my foul with the moft painful apprehenfions 
of divine wrath. I-then faw that my beft fervices were vile and 
abominable in the fight of God, and there was no way of efcape 
for me. When I looked to the bible for help, the curfes of the 
Yaw ftared me in the face, and when I turned my thoughts to 
God, this reply was thundered forth again me; “ Wherefore 
then doft thou afk of me, feeing the Lord is departed from thee, 
and is become thine enemy ? Inthe place of repentance ftood the 
moft implacable enmity and oppofition of heartto God. ‘Though 
I felt myfelf finking under the weight of my guilt into everlaft- 
ing mifery ; yet every exercife of my heart, wassin total oppofi- 
tion to the gofpel, and I clearly faw that nothing fhort of the ex- 
ceeding greatnefs of divine power could bow my will to the will. 
of God, and excite in me godly forrow for fin. 

And being thus cut off from all hope in myfelf, and feeling my 


‘entire dependence on the fovereign merey of God in Chrilt for 


falvation, I think I-was made willing to accept the punifhment’ 
of my fins, and cordially fubmit to the hand of jaflice, to be dif- 
pofed of as infinite wifdom faw fit! Ihave fince approved of the 
character, and government of God, and perceived a moral beauty 
and harmony in the gofpel, which I never before faw ; and my 
prefent expectations of happinefs reft in the purpofe of God, accord- 
ing to election, accomplifhed in the death of Chrift, and in the 
operation of the fpirit, in-the holy callmg and fanétification of 
thofe whom the Tather gave to Chrift.” 

T never faw a perfon whofe appearance evidenced more clearly 
the truth of what he @@id, than his. He was folemn, rational and 
fedate, and appeared to have the cleareft knowledge of his own 
heart. With the greateft relu€tance he fubmitted to the reprov- 
ing influence of God’s fpirit, and would not confent to the reality 
of the divine work in the place, till he felt its effeé&ts on his own : 
heart. 

He has very lately faid that he plead his dependence as an ex- 
cufe, with a defign to prevent convictionyand was determined to 


defend himfelf as long as poffible. And being in company one 
day- 
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day with a filter, who exprefled vifible tokens of anxiety in the 
View of her fin and mifery, he faid to her, “ why make you this 
ado ? I amafhamed of you; you difgrace yourfelf and the fam- 
ily.” But when he was pricked at the heart, and faw himfelf 
hanging over the pit of everlafting burnings, his diftrefs was fo 
great for the fpace of half an hour, he was obliged to cover his 
mouth with his hand to prevent {creaming. 

_ Another cafe is that of a man more than 56 yearsofage. He 
had lived a very exemplary life, prayed in his family twice on a 
day, conftantly attended public worfhip, approved of fentimental 
preaching, believed the neceflity of a moral change, and thought 
he was preparing himfelf for it. But, foon after the effects of the 
divine Spirit were feen in the minds of his neighbours, and of fome 
in his own family, he began to fee himfelf. His moral deform- 
ity gradually appeared with increafing diftrefs of mind, tll all-his 
éxpectations of happinefs vanifhed, and he was compelled to ac- 
cept the punifhment of his fins. But leaving his ftrong hold, in 
which he had long lain fecure, and renouncing his own righteou!- 
nefs was like giving up the ghoft. He contended as long as pof- 
fible, for every inch of ground ke had taken, and violently op- 
pofed the idea that he was as deferving of hell as an immoral fin- 
ner ; and thatGod was under no more obligation to fave him than 
a vile profligate. 

His views before, and when he was under the operation of the 
fpirit, will appear in the followimg account of himfelf, taken from 
his own mouth. 

“ From my youth, tothe prefent time, I have endeavoured to 
rhaintain a good moral chara¢ter, and have attended to all the 
external duties of religion, expecting in this way to recommend 
myfelf to the favour of God, or at leaft to make my falvation 
more probable. But fome months ago, it pleafed God to give me 
fome knowledge of my heart, and of ti infufiiciency of my own 
righteoufnefs. And on hearing a fermon from thefe words, 


“ Why ftand ye here all the day idle ?’ I faw that I had done’ 


nothing for God, but had been aétuated by felfifh motives in all 


my condu@&. And from that time, I gradually difcovered more) 
und more of the oppofition of my heart to God, and had an ins” 


creafing view of the criminality of my paft life, till all expectation 
of recommending myfelf to God by my own works vapithed. 
And realizing my felfifhnefs and hypoerify in all religious@uties, 
the enmity of my heart to God and the gofpel, I thought I was 
juftly condemned, and more deferving of fell than any other per- 
fon. Art this time my mind was exceedingly agitated with a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation that 
thould devour the adverfary. ‘The next morning as I was walking 
in my room, I looked out at the window, and -feeing my hens all 
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come at the firft call of my child to receive their food at his 
hand, this idea pafled in my mind like lightning, “ fee how thefe 
hens come at the firft call of your child, but I have called you all 
your days, and you have refufed ?” I then realized with aftonifh- 
ment, the repeated calls of Chrift to me in the gofpel, and my 
¢eriminal obftinacy in refufing to come to him for life. I had fuch 
a view of my paft conduct in rejecting the Saviour, that I thought 
I muft immediately fink under divine wrath to the loweft hell. 
I attempted to read the 22d chapter of Matthew, but could not. 
I then attempted to pray in my family, but was not able to fpeak. 
I fent for my minifter, who came to fee me, and at my requeft, 
read that paragraph which contains the account of the man with- 
out the wedding garment, and in hearing thefe words, * Then 
faid the king to the fervant, bind him hand and foot, and take 
him away, and caft him into outer darknefs : there fhall be weep- 
ing and knafhing of teeth :’”’ I realizingly felt this truth: “ The 
word of God is quick and powerful, and fharper than any two 
edged f{word, piercing even to the dividing afunder of foul and 
{pirit, and of the joints and mafrow, and is a difcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” And though I then had the 
mof awful fenfe of divine wrath abiding on me, and thought that 
the juft fentence of condemnation would foon be executed ; yet 
my heart would not fiibmit to God, nor comply with the gofpel 
terms of falvation: The firft alteration I difcovered in my mind, 
was a cordial fubmiflion to divine juftice, and though it was then 
my ptevailing thought that hell would be my eternal portion ; yet 
Thad fuch a realizing approving fenfe of the holinefs of God, the 
purity of the moral law in a view of my own criminality, as re- 
moved all complaining thoughts of God, compofed my mind, 
and left my foul in calm fubmiffion to divine fovereignty.” 
_ This narrative will give the reader but a very imperfeét idea of 
the folemn fcene through which I faw this man pafs. 
Never before did I fee the awful majefty of God, his abhorrence 


of fin, and the painful fenfations of a finner finking under divine 
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, wrath, fo clearly exhibited as inthis perfon. When I read tohim 
at his requett, the text cited above, he groaned and funk down in 
his chair, as though he had been pierced through with a naked 


fword. 
In this condition, he ¢ontinued about half an hour, expreffing 


indefctibable pain, faying, “I am finking down te hell, but will 
not fubmit to God. ‘Then difcovering a calmnefs in his coun- 
tenance, I faid to him, do you now feel yourfelf finking into hell, 
and yet will not fubmit ? He faid, I think I feel defirous to fub- 
mit. And putting his hand to his breaft, he faid, “‘ This load is 
removed. I now feel myfelf finking down to hell, but God is 
juft, his law is holy, juft and good. Allhis ways are right. Hell 
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is my portion.” About twenty minutes after, he appeared very 
happy in contemplating the fullnefs of Chrift, and the way of 
life through him. 

Think not, O reader, that this is a fictitious account, defigned 
to move the paffions of ignorant, fuperftitious people. ‘The re- 
port which I have here given, is true, but the one half is not told 
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you. 
Another cafe, worthy of particular notice, is that of a man 
about thirty years of age. hen he was about fourteen, he ex- 


perienced the operation of the’ divine fpirit on his mind, but did 
not obtain much hope of a renoyation of heart. And from that 
time to the late revival, he had the form of godlinefs, but did not 
feel the power thereof. His mind was often impreffed with the 
force of truth, but deferring repentance to a more convenient {ea- 
fon, and hoping to render his falvation more certain by his morali- 
ty, he filenced his confcience, and refifted the Holy Ghoft. 

The following isa fummary account of his feelings under di- 
vine impreflions, given by himfelf. 

‘«< Several months ago, it pleafed God to alarm my confcience, 
and excite me toconfider my ways. I foen found that my moral- 
ity, on which I had put great dependence, would not carry me 
one ftep towards heaven ; but being ignorant of God’s right- 
eoufneis, I ftill went about to eftablifh my own righteoufnefs, 
and refufed to fubmit to the righteoufnefs of God. And even 
after I was deprived of all hope of obtaining falvation in this 
way, yet my heart was oppofed to God and falvation by Chriit. 
I determined not to receive falyation asa free gift. And when IL 
clearly faw the infufficiency and criminality of my own righteouf- 
nefs which is of the law, and was convinced, that unlefs I fubmit- 
ted to God I mutt perifh, [ laboured to quench the fpirit by de- 
ferring repentance for the prefent. I continued in this Rate, op- 
pofing conviction and deferring repentance, till on a certain even- 
ing the divine fpirit compelled me to feel the force of thefe words, 

ow is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of falvation.”* 
And that unlefs I immediately made my peace with God, I muft 
perifh. My heart then rofe againft God, to the moft awful de-, 

ree. 

. “I was confcious of fuch fixed enmity to the chara¢ter and gov- 
ernment of God, that I could not fayyI will fubmit. I then 
realized my abfolute dependence, that my heart was in the, hand 
of the Lord as clay in the hand of the potter ; and at the fame 
time knew that my hatred was chofen and voluntary, that I was 
exceedingly criminal and deferving of eternal¢ 

“‘ For I had always oppofed the governm 
fufed to come to the light, left my deeds 

‘¢ And, even when I faw myfelt a 
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arm of flefh, realized the wrath of God abiding on me, and my 
feet ftanding on flippery places, inftead of coming to Chrilt for 
life, every feeling of my heart was in oppofition to him and the 
golpel. Soon after this, I perceived different feelings in my 
heart towards God. I thought I could fay, in fincerity, I will 
fubmit, and was willing that God fhould glorify himfelf by 
me as he pleafed. God appeared altogether lovely, and his 
ways equal. And under his government, in abfolute fubmiffion 
to his fovereign will, I enjoyed that peace and compofednefs of 
mind, I never before éxperienced.” On the night referred to 
above, [ was called from bed to vifit thisman. 1 found him in 
a diftrefled condition. He did not appear to realize divine 
wrath fo clearly as the man whofe cafe is mentioned above ; but 
he more fenfibly felt the enmity of his heart to Gad. 

This was the mof folemn conteft between his heart and the 
divine Spirit. He plead for a little refpite, before he gave his 
foul into the hand of God, But the holy Spirit, with irrefiftible 
energy, urged the importance of prefent fubmiflion, as the only 
preventive of eternal damnation. He reminded him of the ma- 
ny refolves he had made to repent, but repented not ; and that if 
he now refufed, he would leave him to perith in his fins. The 
appearance of the perfon evidenced the following impreflions, for 
nearly one hour. The firft was, the importance of prefent fub- 
miffion, to which his heart was totally oppofed. The other was, 
fear of being left of God.. His language was, “ if I cannot have 
a little reft, I fhall foon die. My lite is going, and 1 cannot live 
in this diftrefs but a fhort time. Now I have provoked him to 
depart, and he has left me to perifh for ever. ‘Lhefe impreflions 
caufed a conftant tremour and gnafhing of teeth, yet his paflions 
were not moved, ncither did he make any ado, but in words, to 
exprefs his feelings. At length, being unable to walk or fit, he lay 


down. And after lying about ten minutes, he arofe and faid, [ 


have faid I will fubmit. His diftrefs immediately abated, and he 
appeared to feel willing to be at the difpofal of a fovereign God, 


"a . and that he fhould reign and difpofe of him and all creatures for 
_ his own glory, though he gave no intimation of any hope in 
Chri 


[To be continued. ] 
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FROM ONE OF OURs MISSIONARIES, 








[Concluded from page 268. | 
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TT VHE towns which [ have vifited are in the vicinity 
of the Black River, which miffionaries have fre- 
qyently vifited. The people emigrated from New England ; 
many are ferious ; their religious education has been good ; and 
they wifh that their pofterity may know what they themfelves 
have enjoyed. Here, as well as ih every part of the chriftian 
world, we meet with different deriominations of people. ‘There 
are fome univerfalilts fcattered about in the country. This delu- 
fion, I am fenfible, has been, is, and will be fpread, wherever the 
deftroyer of fouls can have influence. It is fometimes the cafe, 
however; that thofe who have for a long time triumphed in this 
belief, are met by ore flronger than they ; are obliged to own the 
érror of their doctrine ; and are brought to fix their hope upon a 
foundation more abafing to man, and more exalting to God. 
I found an illuftrious inftance of this while I was on my miffion. 
A man who joined a congregational chtirch, foon after he marri- 
ed, fell in with the doétrine of Univerfal Salvation. He lived in 
this belief for twenty years. The church to which he belonged, 
in the ftate of Conneéticut, called him to an account for immor- 
alities of which he had been guilty, and required him to make 2 
public confeffion. He would not. While under this cenfure, he 
left the ftate, and went into that part of the country where k 
have laboured. Within a year’s time he has renounced the uni- 
verfal belief ; profefled to have met with a faving change; writ- 
ten a narrative of his life ; a confeffion ‘of his fin, and an addrefs 
to univerfalifts. 'Thefe he exhibited to the congregational church 
where he now lives, and fent a copy to that church in Conneéti- 
¢ut which he joined. J had an opportunity to copy his confef- 
fion, and addrefs to univerfalifts. The narrative I was obliged 
to omit, on account of my circumftances. His narrative ftates, 
that he had been ftrongly convicted at times, for fix years paft, 
but endeavoured to drive away conviction by ftrong drink, and 
jovialcompany. At laft, it feems, that he was hopefully con- 
quered. ; 
His confeffion to the church, and addrefs to untverfalifts are in 
the following words. 


CONFESSION. te 





«Tj D , under a feeling fenfe of the grace of God 
beftowed on me, in calling me of late, out of my ftate of ftupidity, 
Vol. I. ; Qq and 
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and carnal fecurity unto a better hope ; and having a defire 
to return to the church, and#to the enjoyment of divine ordi- 
nances with God’s people, do at‘this time give glory to God, by 
confefling my faults to all the Lord’s people, whom I have of- 
fended. It is my grief and my fhame, that under the tempta- 
tions of the devil, and of my own wicked heart, and the delufions 
of error, I renounced my facred covenant obligations, the pure 
dottrines of the gofpel, all the holy ordinances of God’s grace ; 
and being deluded by that dreadful doérine of Univerfalifm,I 
fet myfelf to oppofe the worfhip of God in the fan@tuary, and ¥, 
the family ; the work of God’s Spirit on men’s hearts ;- and the 
peace and profperity of the chutch. All my acquaintance are 
fenfible how little I have had the fear of God before my eyes, 
for five or fix years paft ; how vile I ltave made myfelf, by pro- 
fane language and impious difcourfe ; by intemperance ; by fcoff- 
ing at religion, in the power and practice of it ;.and how much IL 
have done’to provoke the Lord, and to wound the feelings of his 
people. All thefe my numerous offences againft God and his 
people, I freely confefs and lament, as I hope, with fincere hu- 


mility and repentance. I afk the forgivenefs of my God and: 


Saviour. I atk the forgivenefs of the church, and of all chriftian 
people, whom I have offended ; and their prayers for me, that 


I may go no more altray ; but may be kept by the mighty pow-: 
er of God’s grace, through. faith, with all his believing people. 


wnto eternal -falvation.”’ 
ADDRESS. 


‘* Now let me warn you all, my friends, to beware of that 


fiefh pleafing and foul ruining error of univerfal falvation. Tf 
have, to my forrow, felt the power of this dreadful delufion. It 
was this which deftroyed my confidence in Chirift’s caufe, and 
tempted me to defert him, his ordinances, and his church. It 
was this belief of all mankind being faved, becaufe Chrift has 
fuffered, that led me into all that oppofition,. and wickednefs, 
againit God and the orderly church of Chrift, of which IT have 
been guilty. Tt was this; which made me ftrive to caft off the fear 
6f God, and to réftrain prayer, and to join in with the great ad- 
verfary of fouls in pulling down the work of religion in the hearts 
of men. And I find it a common thing with thofe, who em. 
brace this doétrine, that they are not perfons of prayer, who carry 
religion into their life and converfation, and appear the meek 
and humble followers of Chrift. If you believe this doétrine’you- 


Yi be inimical to the work of the reformation-of the heart 


y God’s Spirit ; againit the ‘fabbath, baptifm, and the Lord’s 
Supper ; and againit all who would live godly in Chrift Jedus. 
While I blefs my God and Saviour, that he has appeared for me,’ 
fent his {pirit, and broken the fnare of the Devil, in which I was 

' bound,. 
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‘ hearts, againft this pleating deluffon, left they fall into the fame 


lof his friends, I cannot but hope, notwithftanding the amazing 
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bound, I would folemnly and fincerely entreat all to guard their 
condemnation of the Devil.” 

D is called a man of good natural abilities ; ac- 
cordingly, has been in much public bufinefs. His great altera- 
tion has furprifed all-his acquaintance. They no longer fee him 
joining the company of the wicked to do evil. I have frequently 
exhorted him to watch and examine his heart, left he fhould be 
deceived after all his pretenfions. He thinks there is great dan- 
gér of his being deceived, and exprefles his hope in Chrilt witha 
becoming modefty. From my acquaintance with -his appear- 
ance from day to day, and from the beft information I could get 
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deception of the human heart, that he is a brand plucked out of 
the fire ; and that he will be a thorn:in the fide of the wicked, 
while he lives. 

While I am treating upon the fubjeé of fectaries, I feel it my 
duty to fay fomething concerning the Methodifts. They have 
fome peculiarities, which I never noticed in them in Maffachu- 
fetts. They have what they call “ holy laughs.” They will 
interrupt their prayers and fermons, with laughing, fome min- 
utes ata time.” They pretend that they can and do worfhip 
God, fincerely in this way. Their fpeakers have been known to " 
introduce fuch anecdotes in the -midift of their difcourfes, as are i 
fought for in {cenes of carnal merriment}! Thus they introduce , ‘ 
their holy laughing. In their meetings, they frequently have 
what they call the power ; that is, they fall upon the floor, or | 
ground, where they happen to be, and lie for fome time, motion- { 
lefs, Then they will cry in a loud voice, «‘ Glory to God; 
glory to God.”* Sometimes a large number will be down to- 

ether. At the fame time there will, perhaps, be others pray- 
ing, exhorting, and finging, fo that every fpectator muft fay, “ If 
this is religion, God is the author of confufion.” Jn point of 
doctrine, the Methodifts here as in other places, violently oppofe | 
election, fovereignty, &c. In converfation with one of their 
church leaders, he did as much as to fay, “ Preach the dofrine 
of election if you dare.” The methodift preachers have made 
fuch grofs mifreprefentations of particular facred truths, that it 
appears they have done much to prejudice the ignorant againt 
them. In this part of the country, the methodift minifters {peak 
of their converting twenty or thirty ata meeting. This, if true, Y 
will 


* Here let it be remarked, that thofe who are the fubjects of fuch uncom- * 
mon appearances, are not in a ftate of diftrefs,as has been the cafe of thofe 
in the fouthern ftates, who were ftruck down. But here, they pretend they 
are fo filled with the love of God, that they cannot contain ; and fo are 
‘ebliged to fall, groan, or {cream, according to the impreflion they have. 
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will account for the remarkable fuccefs they have, as publifhed 
from their returns. If I recOllect it was publithed in one of the 
New York New/papers, that feventeen thoufand were converted 
the lait year, through the inftrumentality of Methodift preachers. 
A certain man, who had joined the methodift meetings, receiv- 
ing this account, faid,.“ I fuppofe my name is fent in as one of 
the feventeen thouland. But if the Lord do not convert me 
over, I fhall go to hell at laft ; and I fear this will be the cafe of 
many, if not all of the feventeen thoufand !’? Whether his ap- 
prehenfions be well founded or not, I think all will do well to 
confider, when they read fuch accounts, that there may be many 
folemn appearances under the influence of paflion, while the 
heart; which God looks at, remains as hard as the adamant. 

The different fectaries, which miffionaries meet in new coun- 
tries can be no argument againtt focieties fending them, or againft 
their going: If thofe who. are faying, “ Lo here, or lo there is 
Chrift,"are at the fame time promoting his caufe, miflionaries 
may go and join with them. If they are propagating error ; 
miflionaries ought to go and defend the truth. If they are 
{preading falfe zeal ; mifionaries ought to go and eftablifh the 
true.. Some in old fettlements are led to afk, Why fhould mif- 
fionary focieties exert themfelves fo much to affilt new fettle- 
ments ? It appears to me that any candid perfon, who fincerely 
loves the truth, ¢an have this queftion anfwered to his fatisfaction 
by living where mifiiomaries are fent. He will then fee an ex- 
tenfive country, with now and then a fincere child of God, who 
profefles religion, He will fee no churches formed ; nobody-to 
form them ; nobody to adminifter the ordinances. He will hear 
chriftians figh becatife they can have no preaching. In the 
midit of thefe diftreffes he will fee the enemy coming in like a flood! 
In fuch circumftances, it is very clear that the children of God 
need ftrengthening, by thofe who can go forward and contend 
earneftly for the faith, which was once delivered to the faints ; 
by thofe who can eftablifh order among them, and be inftrumental 
of building them up in the moft holy faith. This is the way in 
which, I conceive, the defart fall bloffom as a rofe. That it 
may bud and bring forth abundantly, and that the whole earth 
may be filled with the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the feas, is the prayer of, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 


LEVI NELSON. 


Milferd, O@. 21, 1803. 
P.S. I have carefully examined my journal, and found that 
I was abfent. 15 wecks ; preached 63 fermons; attended 40 
conferences ; vilited 7 {chools ; made 130 family vilits ; and 
rode upward of gco miles. 
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THE DYING NEGRO. 











IT WAS not long fince invited to dine with a planter who 
lived three miles from , where he then retided. 
In order to avoid the heat of the fun, I refolved to go on foot, 
fheltered in a fmall path leading through a pleafant wood. 1 
was leifurely travelling along, attentively examining fome pecu- 
liar plants which Thad colle&ed, when all at once I felt the air 
ftrongly agitated ; though the day was perfectly calm and fultry. 
I immediately caft my eyes toward the cleared ground, from 
which I was but a {mall diftance, in order to fee whether it was 
not occafioned by a fudden fhower ; when at that inftant a found 
refembling a deep rough voice, uttered, as I thought, a few in- 
articulate monofyllables. Alarmed and fuprifed, | precipitately 
looked all round, when I perceived at about fix rods diftance 
fomething refembling a cage fufpended to the limbs of a treey all 
the branches of which appeared covered with large birds of prey 
fluttering about, anxioufly endeavouring to perch on the cage. 
Actuated by an involuntary motion. of my hands, more than by 
any defign of my mind, I fired at them; they all flew toa fhort 
diftance, with a molt hideous noife : when horrid to think, and 
painful to repeat, I perceived a negro fufpended in the cage, and 
left there to expire ! I fhudder when I recolleé that the birds 
had already picked out his eyes ; his cheek bones were bare; his 
arms had been attacked in feveral places, and his body feemed 
covered with a multitude of wounds. From the edges of the hol- 
low fockets and from the lacerations with which he was disfigured, 
the blood flowly dropped, and tinged the ground beneath. No 
fooner were the birds flown, than fwarms of infeés covered the 
whole body of this unfortunate wretch, eager to feed on his 
mangled flefh and to drink his blood. I found myfelf fuddenly 
arrefted by the power of affright and terror ; my nerves were 
convulfed ; I trembled, I ftood motionlefs, involuntarily con- 
templating the fate of this negro, in all its difmal latitudes. 
The living fpectre, though deprived of his eyes, could ftill dif 
tinétly hear, and in his uncouth diale& begged me to give him 
fome water to allay his thirft. Humanity herfelf would have re- 
coiled back with horror ; fhe would have balanced whether e 
Jeflen fuch relieflefs diftrefs, or mercifully with one blow to e 

this dreadful fcene of agonizing torture ! Had I had a ball in 
my gup, I certainly fhould have difpatched Rim; but finding 
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soyfelf unable to perform fo kind an office, I fought, though 
trembling, to relieve him as well as I could. A {hell ready fix- 
ed to a pole, which had been ufed by fome negroes, prefented 
itfelf to me; I filled it with water, and with trembling hands I 
guided it to the quivering lips of the wretched fufferer. Urged 
by the irrefiltible power of thirft, he endeavoured to meet it, as 
he initinétively guefled its approach by the noife it made in pail- 
mg through the bars of the cage. “ Tanke you, white man, 
tanke you, pute fome poilon and give me.”? How long have 
you been hanging there? I afkedhim. ‘ Two days, and me no 
die ; the birds, the birds ; ah me 1” Opprefled with the reflec- 
tions which this fhocking fpectacle afforded me, I muttered 
ftrength enough to walk away, and foon reached the houfe at 
which I intended to dine. There | heard that the reafon for this 
flave being thus punithed, was on account of his having killed the 
overfeer of the plantation. They told me that the laws of felf 
prefervation rendered fuch executions neceflary ; and fupported 
the doétrine of Javery with the arguments generally made ufe of 
to jultify the praétice ; with the repetition of which I fhall not 
trouble you at prefent. 
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Bz hufh’d, my griefs ; tis his almighty will 
That rules the ftorms, that bids the world be ftill : 
Be calm, ye tempelts ; vanifh, every care ; 
While with triumphant faith my foul draws near 
To God in all the confidence of prayer. 
He has not bid me feek his face in vain; 
Talk to the winds, or to the waves complain. 
He hears the callow ravens from their neft ; 
By him their eager cravings are redrefs’d : 
Young lions thro’ the defert roar their wants ; 
He marks them, and their wild petition grants : 
The gaping furrows thirft, nor thirft in vain 

“( Parch’d by the noonday fun) for timely rain : 
With filent fuits, the fair declining flow’rs 
Regueft and gain the kind, refrefhing fhow’rs: 


And 
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And will th’ Almighty Father turn away, 
Nor hear his darling offspring when they pray ? 


No breach of faithfulnefs his honor ftains ; 
With day and night his word unchang’d remains : 
The various ordinances of the tky 
Stand forth his glorious witneffes on high ; 
Summer and winter, autumn and the {pring, 
For him by turns their atteftation bring ; 
Unblemith’d his great league with nature ftands, 
And full reliance on his truth demands : 
Nothing that breathes, a fecond deluge fears, 
When in the clouds the radiant bow appears. 


Can the Moft High like man at random fpeak, 
Forfeit his honor, and his promife break ? 
Does he that falfely fwears, his vengeance claim ? 
And fhall he ftain his own tremendous name ? 
The earth, the heav’ns, were witnefs when he fwore 
By his great felf : What would thy fears have more ? 
And had a greater than himfelf been found, 
That greatefthad the high engagement bound. 
Shall fleeting winds th’ Almighty’s words difperfe, 
Or breathing duft his folemn oath reverfe ? 
Can he, like man, meonftant man, repent ? 
Shall any chance, or unforefeen event, 
Start up, his fettled purpofe to prevent ? 
Or can he fail in the expected hour, 
A ftranger to his own extent of pow’r ? 
What profit can a worm his maker bring, 
That he fhould flatter fuch a worthlefs thing ? 
Why fhould he condefcend to mind my tears, 
Or calm, with foft deluding words my fears? 
Can he (of perfe& happinefs poffeft) 
Deride the woes that human life moleft, 
And mock the hopes that on his goodnefs reft ? 
Nature may change her courfe, confufion reign, 
And men expeé the rifing fun in vain ; 
But fhould th’ eternal truth and promife fail, 
Eternal night and horror muft prevail ; 
The thrones of light would fhake ; th’ angelic pow’rs 
Would ftop their harps amidft the blifsful bow’rs ; 
No more the foft, the fweet, melodious {train 
Would gently glide along the happy plain ; 
No more would tuneful Hallelujahs rife, 
And fhouts triumphant fill the founding {kies : 
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Each heav’nly countenance a fullen air 

Of grief, arid anxious difidence would wear. 
The golden palaces, and {plendid feats, 

The flow’ry manfion, and the foft retreats, 
The rofy fhades, and {weet, delicious ftreams, 


‘Would difappear, like tranfitory dreams. 


Angels themfelves their brighteft hopes recline 
On nothing more unchangeable than mine : 

Am I deceived, what can their charter be ? 

Fair feraphim may be deceiv’d like me : 

If goodnefs and veracity divine 

Can fail, their heav’n’s an airy dream like mine. 


_ But, oh! I dare the glorious venture make 
And lay my foul and future life at ftake : 
Be earth, be heav’n, at defperate hazard loft, 
If here my faith fhould prove an empty boatt. 


Whate’er your arts, ye powers of hell, fuggeft ; . 
The truth of God undaunted I attef : 
Produce your annals with infulting rage, 


Bring out your records, thew the dreadful page, 


One inftance where th’ Almighty broke his word, 
Since firft the race of men his name ador’d ; 
In gloomy characters point out the hour ; 

xert your malice, fummon all your power ; 
With rites infernal all your pomps difplay, 
And mark with horror the tremendous day : 
Confus’d, you fearch your dreadful rolls in vain ; 
Th’ eternal honor fhines without a ftain, 
Unblemifh’d fhines in men and angels’ view : 
Juft are thy ways, thou King of Saints, and true. 
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